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Abstract: This paper summarizes the results of reorganizing excavated materials and survey
records from the Sannotoge site (formerly Kugurizaka site) in Aomori City, Aomori Prefecture.
Several earthenware coffin tombs were discovered at the site in 1933, and Professor Sadakichi
Kita of Tohoku Imperial University conducted an excavation survey. As a result, it was revealed
that there was one or two earthenware coffins inside each stone chamber made of stone slabs
belonging to the late Jomon period, and that it also contained human bones. The stone chambers
were arranged in rows, revealing a unique burial method. Some of the materials from the excavation
were brought back to Tohoku University, but no detailed report was made after that. In this paper,
we will report on the details of these materials for the first time 90 years since their excavation, and
attempt to reevaluate the Sannotoge site from a modern perspective. Specific results include: (1)
we were able to present various materials that Prof. Kita brought back. (2) The earthenware coffin
was missing some of the fragments after the discovery, and it was in a more complete form when
it was discovered. (3) The shallow bowl is most likely the pottery A shown in the sketch (Figure 1).
(4) Earthenware coffins are constructed using the integrated layout method, and the construction
procedure can be restored. (5) The earthenware coffin was painted red, but the lower half of the
outer surface and the inner surface below the rim were not painted. (6) The minimum number of
human individuals contained in the earthenware coffin was three in total, one child and two adults,
and there were no gnaw marks at all, indicating that the remains were in an environment where
they were less likely to be attacked by animals at the time of skeletalization. (7) Some of the human
bones have been found to have a red coloration, suggesting that they were coated with red pigment
during reburial. (8) Most of the stone bars are made from unprocessed natural stone.
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